Day 30 of Kislev the 3rd month of 5779 (Rabbinic) - Dec 8, 2018 (Gregorian)
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Chanukkah 1st Shabbat
Parashah 10 Mikketz ~At the end

BGEMC a Charter member of CTOMC - ctomc.ca

Video streaming live and on demand via our website

bgemc.org

TEHILLAH ~Service of Praise
Welcome to Beit Gan-Eden! ~House [of] Paradise. We are gathered here in the
name of our righteous Messiah, Yeshua, to worship our Heavenly Abba ~Father.
Yeshua tells us. “Y’HoVaH is Spirit and worshipers must worship Him in spirit and
in truth.” Yochanan (John) 4:24. Shabbat Shalom, everyone!

TEFILLAH ~Service of Prayer

All sing: “Sh’ma Yisrael, Y’HoVaH Eloheinu, Y’HoVaH echad” (Deu 6:4)
“Baruch Shem kavod malchuto, le'olam va'ed! (Ps 72:18-19)
All say: ”Hear, O Isra’el, Y’HoVaH our Elohim, Y’HoVaH is one!
Blessed be His Name. His glorious Kingdom is for ever and ever. Amein”.
Leader: “V’ahavta et Y’HoVah elohecha b’kol l’vav’cha u’v’kol nafsh’cha u’v’kol
m’odecha.” All say: “And you shall love Y’HoVaH your Elohim with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. (Deut 6:5)
And Yeshua said: “Love your neighbour as yourself. All the Torah and
the prophets are dependent on these two mitzvot.” (Mat 22:37-40)
Leader: “Y’HoVaH hu Yeshua HaMashiach”. (Phil 2:11; 1Cor 12:3; Luke 2:11)
All say: “Yeshua the Messiah He is LORD”. Amen.

B’RACHOT YELEDIM ~Blessing the Children

ברכות ילדים

Prayer for boys from Gen 27:27b-29. May Y’HoVaH make you, like Efrayim and
M’nasheh ... Prayer for girls from Num 6:24-26. May Y’HoVaH make you, like
Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and Leah...
All pray together: “Heavenly Abba preserve these children for their fathers
and mothers. May they be led into a life of obedience and faith
through the Tanakh and Ketuvei HaShelichim. Blessed are You, Yah
of Avraham, Yitz’hak and Ya’akov, who watches over these precious
children of Your servants. We ask this in Yeshua’s Name, Amein.

SHABBAT SHUL ~School (Held during Torah readings & Drash)

Children ages 6 (Prep) to 12 may attend with Mark and Rachel. Younger children
may attend with a parent. Shabbat Shul begins in the adjoining room (F5),
straight after “Blessing the Children” and prior to the Parashah readings.
Shabbat Shul ends at the start of the “Yeshua Remembrance Service”.
Parents, please resume proactive responsibility for your children during and
after the Remembrance Service. Corridors and other common areas of the
Southport Community Centre are not play areas. Parents please assist.
PRAYER FOR THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL (Mat 15:24).
BGEMC founders in 1999: Ordained Messianic Ministers: Tamar & Ken B. ‘Malachi’ Yeomans
Beit Gan-Eden Ltd., ABN:89 159 777 652. PO Box 3289, Australia Fair, Qld. 4215.
Office 1/69 Falconer Street, Southport 4215 AUSTRALIA.
Tamar +61 (0)4 1875 0577 Malachi +61 (0)4 1874 5120 Email: info@bgemc.org
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MISHPACHAH ~family MEMOS
hCHANUKKAH PICNIC 6PM TODAY (Saturday Dec 8) at the Southport

Broadwater Parklands BYO drinks, chair & utensils and a plate to share.

hVIDEOS OF BGEMC SERVICES ARE LIVE & ON DEMAND. Please note:

the broadcast video is primarily whomever & whatever appears on the
screens. To watch videos go to www.bgemc.org & click or tap the Livestream
button. For audios of the drash or whole service, use DOWNLOADS tab on the
BGEMC website.

hRECOMMENDED BOOKS & RESOURCES www.bgemc.org/links
hDONATION OPTIONS: CASH into the blue & white offering box; EFTPOS

Pay-wave (self-serve & place “merchant copy” in the offering box); PayPal to
info@bgemc.org ; “Donate” buttons on www.bgemc.org for Credit Cards and
PayPal. Direct Deposit into Account Name: BEIT GAN-EDEN LIMITED.
BSB: 06 4430. Account: 1110 6647 Description: Offering ...
International: Bic/Swift Code: CTBAAU2S. Acc. Number: 06443011106647

TORAH ~Service of The Word
Chanukkah 1st Shabbat
Zechariah 2:14 - 4:7

Parashah 10 Mikketz ~At the end
Torah:
B’resheet ~Genesis 41:1 - 44:17
Haftarah ~Prophets:
M’lakhim Alef ~1 Kings 3:15 - 4:1
Ketuvei HaShelichim ~Writing [of] the Apostles:
Acts 7:9 - 16 specifically 11-12

Drashah ~sermon: MMin Tamar Yeomans
Scriptures in Drasah: Megillat Ta'anit, Tishrei; Sh'mot ~Exodus 15:11;
Avodah Zarah 17b-18a); B'midbah ~Numbers 10:10; Sh'mot ~Exodus 27:20-21;
B'midbar ~Numbers 19:15; Leviticus 9:1, 24; 2 Chronicles 7:1, 9; B'midbah
~Numbers 9; 2 Maccabees 6:10; 1Chronicles 21:26; 1Kings 18:38; 2 Maccabees
1:22, 1:36; Josephus, Antiquities 12:325; D'varim ~Deut 4:2, 12:32.

BGEMC Gold Coast -- Saturdays 2pm
The Southport Community Centre. (Conference Room, 1st floor)
6 Lawson Street, Southport, Qld 4215 Australia
bgemc.org
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Hanukkah Riddle: The
Elusive Origins of the
“Shamash”
Was the "servant light" invented
by the 1st-century Nazarenes, and
then suppressed by the rabbinic
community? The idea is not as
crazy as it sounds.
Hannah Weiss in Kahil News Israel Dec
https://tinyurl.com/y7p66c9q - Dec 4.
The hanukkiah, or Hanukkah lamp,
follows two traditional designs: a
branched candelabra or a straight row.
The eight lights (one for each festive
night) are supplemented by a ninth
light, identical but set apart from the
others. Whether it burns oil, electric or
candles, the hannukiah is so familiar
you would never guess it has a short
history.
A rabbi at Yeshiva.org, when asked
about an unusual hanukkiah, which
someone had inherited, remarked,
www.yeshiva.co/ask/?cat=189 “The first
use of an eight-armed menorah for
Chanuka is not known, although there
are some dating back over 500 years.”
The Israel Museum’s earliest hanukkiah
on display is from the 14th century. But
in commemorating an event from 165
BC, that’s fairly recent! What did these
ceremonial lamps look like before 1300
AD? Apparently no one knows.
Even more mysterious is the shamash,
the ninth light bearing an Aramaic name
that means “servant”. What is its
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purpose? Rabbinic sources offer
contradictory answers.
The Talmud (Shabbat 21-23) testified
that during or after the second Temple,
Jews were lighting Hanukkah lights in
their homes. But the passage only
mentioned eight lights… no “shamash”.
That name first appeared in the 16thcentury summary of Jewish law,
Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 671673), applying it to the Talmudic
description of an extra light sometimes
kindled in the same room with the
Hanukkah lamp.
This light was recommended for
utilitarian use, so that the ceremonial
lights would remain holy (for viewing
enjoyment, rather than mundane work).
According to Jewish law, it was not
attached to the hanukkiah; on the
contrary, it was placed far enough away
to be disassociated with the holy lights.
And since its distinction was in NOT
being holy, it was made of materials
inferior to the Hanukkah lamps.
However, Rabbi Ari Enkin, Rabbinic
Director at United with Israel, reveals
the opposite attitude, which is now
standard Jewish practice:
“Although it is clear that the actual
Chanukah candles possess much
sanctity, is there any inherent holiness
to the shamash? While we might
instinctively think not, especially
considering that it may be used for
mundane purposes, some authorities
rule that the shamash must not be used
for anything truly demeaning. This
teaches us that even the shamash is not
just ‘any’ light source, and it has a
bgemc.org

degree of holiness.”
This is confusing, since the Talmud
(Shabbat 21b) and Shulchan Aruch (OC
671:5) both state that not only is the
shamash ordinary, but “if there is a
blazing fire” or “a torch” in the room,
it’s not even necessary! Rabbi Enkin
acknowledges this contradiction without
explaining it: “Most people do not
realize that this primary candle is not
truly required, though its use has
become nearly universal.”
Indeed, all Ashkenazi (western) Jews
light the shamash first and use it to light
the Hanukkah candles. The Sephardic
Jews (from the Middle East and
Mediterranean region) light the
hanukkiah with an unrelated fire source,
saving the shamash for last. But both
communities light the shamash –
always. Both customs likewise attach
the shamash to the hanukkiah, despite
the command to keep it separate.
The first comment on the conflicting
traditions was from “the Rema”, Rabbi
Moses Isserles, who lived in 16thcentury Poland.
See a thorough explanation here,
https://tinyurl.com/y75l65vg. But this
sage simply reported that the shamash
was already an established custom in his
area, without explaining how or when.
Who changed these ancient laws, and
by what authority? I queried the popular
“Ask the Rabbi” site. Their reply: “We
haven’t a clue!” They referred me to
“one of the foremost experts in Jewish
history today“; he had no answer either.
While many see the trail ending here...
bgemc.org

The hanukkiah riddle continues,
fueled by unexplained
archeological discoveries in Israel.
The first was an ancient hanukkiah
offered in a recent California auction.
The description indicated a truly
historic find: (BGE note 9 flame holes)

“JUDAEA. Second Temple / Roman
Era (circa 70-200 CE). Ceramic ninespouted Hanukkah lamp…with nine
wick spouts in a line along the front and
a single central filling hole….The
decorative motif and general form share
similarities to the Beit Natif type,
commonly dated to the Third Century
CE or later. However it appears to be an
early, transitional form, extending the
dating to the period between the Jewish
War (66-70 CE) and the Bar Kokhba
Revolt (132-135 CE).“
https://tinyurl.com/yb4fxad6
It’s peculiar that this artifact was even
allowed to leave Israel. Dr. Meir Ben
Dov, archaeologist and Field Director
for the Temple Mount Excavations in
Jerusalem, examined it in 1988, and
called it “an object of extraordinary
significance. It is undoubtedly the
earliest Hanukkah lamp extant. It is
also possibly the oldest Jewish
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ceremonial object to have been
discovered to date.” Its uniqueness is
heightened by comparing it with its
closest relative, the single-spout “Beit
Natif” hanukkiah. Nevertheless, for
three decades Israeli archeologists,
museums and the Antiquities Authority
remained strangely uninterested.
Instead, this one-of-a-kind lamp sat for
years in a small New York museum,
which recently sold it for $17,500.
Considering that at the same auction a
Samaritan tablet from 200 years later
went for $850,000, the world’s oldest
hanukkiah traded hands for peanuts.
If this hanukkiah style was birthed in
the 1st or 2nd century, why was it
ignored by Jewish communities for over
1000 years? And why aren’t Israeli
experts excited about “possibly the
oldest Jewish ceremonial object” ever
found? I propose a logical theory.
Since contemporary rabbinic sources
like the Mishnah showed no awareness
of a tradition that made the shamash one
of the holy Hanukkah lights, we can
assume that the innovation was hatched
outside their authority. The theory is
strengthened by specific elements on
this lamp.
First is the inscription: “with God’s
help“… in Greek. Try to imagine a
Greek-speaking Judean community so
devoted to God that they celebrated
Hannukah in the shadow of the recently
destroyed Temple, but they did so apart
from the Mishnaic rabbis. Only one
group comes to mind: the Hellenist
Nazarenes, who had gathered in great
numbers around the apostles in 1st6

century Jerusalem (Acts 6:1).
Moreover, the decorations (“vine
scrolls, grape bunches and grape
leaves”) and the same oil shared by all
the lights are images from the New
Covenant (John 15:1-8, 1 Cor.12:13).
So is the concept of a shamash identical
to the other lights: “the Light that gives
light to all men” humbling Himself to
live as one of us (John 1:1-14).
A similar archeological
find escaping scholarly
attention is an intriguing
photo in the 1906
edition of the Jewish
Encyclopedia: an
undated Hanukkah lamp
“found in Jerusalem
excavations” sometime
before the
Encyclopedia’s publication, which
closely resembles the Greek-Judean
hanukkiah. (BGE note 8 flame holes!?)
A third witness is a portrayal of the
other “new” design, a nine-branched
candelabra, also dating back to the 1st2nd century. This one was unearthed in
the ancient Golan town of Sogana
(renamed by local Arabs as el
Yehudiye). The engraving is thought to
be from the arch of the town synagogue.
But no scholar has commented on this
appearance of a hanukkiah design that
Jews would not use for the next 1000
years.
Of Sogana little is known beyond a bare
description by the 1st-century Jewish
historian Josephus (Wars of the Jews
4:1). The town wall was fortified by
Josephus himself during the 70 AD
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Judean rebellion against the Romans.
Yet despite its potential to withstand
attacks, Sogana unaccountably
surrendered rather than fight to the
death (as neighboring Gamla did).
Josephus made no attempt to explain
Sogana’s strange decision, undoubtedly
made over his objections. But as a town
only a few miles northeast of the places
where Yeshua spent most of His time,
we might imagine a strong Nazarene
presence there, which motivated them to
obey the New Covenant instructions
(Romans 13:1-7) to “submit to the
governing authorities“, namely King
Agrippa who represented Rome.
So although the evolution of the
shamash from profane to holy mystifies
both religious and secular experts, these
tantalizing archeological clues have
provoked no interest… a mystery in
itself. The answer to both riddles might
be buried in our unknown history as a
community.
Messianic Jews effortlessly make the
connection between Hanukkah’s
“servant light” and Yeshua, God’s
Righteous Servant and Light of the
world. What if these 1st-century
hanukkiot incorporating a “holy
servant” into the Festival of Lights were
Nazarene teaching tools, which
contemporary rabbinic authorities tried
to suppress?
It wouldn’t be the first such discovery.
The afikoman, the centerpiece of the
Passover celebration, is equally
shrouded in mystery – the only element
in the Seder left unexplained… or
explained poorly. Yet Messianic
believers clearly see Yeshua’s sacrifice
bgemc.org

in every move silently made with that
middle matzah, as it is broken, hidden,
sought and returned, then shared.
Likewise the remembrance of the
Akedah, the sacrifice of Isaac, was
unaccountably shifted during the
Mishnaic period, from Passover Eve to
the day after the Feast of Trumpets (day
two of the rabbinic Rosh Hashanah).
One rabbinic scholar explained this
move as an attempt to weaken the
Nazarene claim that the Akedah was
fulfilled in Yeshua’s atonement.
But the shamash also speaks to those
who don’t know Yeshua. Recognizing
that it carries strong human symbolism,
one Hasidic site proposed that “because
the shamash lowers itself to serve the
others, it ends up with an exalted
position on the chanukiyah.” This is a
close paraphrase of the Messianic
passage fulfilled by Yeshua: “By His
knowledge the Righteous One, My
Servant, will justify the many, As He
will bear their iniquities. Therefore, I
will allot Him a portion with the great.”
(Isaiah 53:11-12) Paul’s declaration also
comes to mind: “Being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross.
For this reason also, God highly exalted
Him.” (Phil.2:8-9)
Perhaps the origins of the shamash were
deliberately hidden by God, in order to
make the connection with Yeshua even
stronger: “However, we know where
this man is from; but whenever the
Messiah may come, no one knows
where He is from.” (John 7:27)
A joyous Hanukkah to all! Kehila News
https://tinyurl.com/y7p66c9q
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YESHUA REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
31

Leader: "Here, the days are coming," says Y’HoVaH, "when I will make a new
32
Covenant with the house of Isra’el and with the house of Y‘hudah. It will not be
like the covenant I made with their fathers on the day I took them by their hand and
brought them out of the land of Egypt; because they, for their part violated My
33
Covenant, even though I, for my part, was a husband to them," says Y’HoVaH.
"For this is the Covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days," says
Y’HoVaH, "I will put My Torah within them and write it on their hearts; I will be
their Elohim, and they will be My people. (Yirem’yahu ~Jeremiah 31:31-33
Congregation: Isa 12:2 “See! Elohim is my salvation; I am confident and
unafraid; for Y’HoVaH Elohim is my strength and my song, and He has
become my salvation!” Isa 12:3 Then you will joyfully draw water from the
springs of salvation. Ps 3:8 Victory comes from Y’HoVaH; may Your blessing
rest on Your people. Ps 46:7 Y’HoVaH Tzva’ot is with us, our fortress, the
Elohim of Ya’akov.
Leader: “Baruch ata Y’HoVaH, Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam, ha motze lechem m’in
ha eretz.”
Divide Chullah ~platted loaf
Congregation: “Blessed are You Y’HoVaH our Elohim, King of the Universe
who has brought forth bread from the earth. Y’HoVaH Tzva’ot, how happy is
anyone who trusts in You! (Ps 84:12). Give victory Y’HoVaH! Let the King
answer us the day we call. (Ps 20:9) I will take the cup of redemption and call
upon the Name, Y’HoVaH. (Ps 116:13).
Leader: (with cup in right hand) “The cup of deliverance I raise and in the Name of
Y’HoVaH, Yeshua HaMashiach, I call: Baruch atah Y’HoVaH, Eloheinu Melech,
ha'olam, boray p’ri ha'gafen.” (Replace cup with spices)
Congregation: Blessed are You, Y’HoVaH our Elohim, King of the universe,
who creates the fruit of the vine.
Leader: Lifting spice container in right hand, says... “Baruch atah Y’HoVaH,
Eloheinu Melech ha'olam, boray meenee besamim.”
Congregation: Blessed are You, Y’HoVaH our Elohim, King of the universe,
who creates the various spices.
Leader: As Avram gave to Malki-Tzedek according to B’resheet ~Genesis 14:18-20,
let us all come, make our offering, take some Chullah; smell the spices; take your
cup and return to your seats and wait, so we can partake together.
Leader: Pray in relation to what Yeshua has done in connection with the day’s
Torah portion. “Let us eat and drink together”.
Aharonic Blessing (Hebrew & English) from Tamar & Malachi (Num 6:22-27)
Leader: Our Abba and Elohim of our fathers, we thank you for the joy and rest of
this Shabbat. May the coming week bring gladness & peace, health & achievement.
Like the fragrance of the besamim, we pray that the days ahead bring sweetness to
our lives and the lives of our loved ones. May the peace, which we are enjoying
linger till we gather for Shabbat next week.
We ask this in Yeshua's name, Amein.
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